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E.O. 11652N/A 

TAGS: PFOR PINT CH 

SUB J : TRAVEL OF PRC AMBASSADOR 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED CIRCULAR NOTE DATED FEBRUARY 17 FROM 
CHINESE AMBASSADOR IN HIS CAPACITY AS DEAN OF DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS ANNOUNCING THAT- "HE WILL BE AWAY FROM KATHMANDU FOR 
SOME TIME." 

2. COMMENT: THERE HAS BEEN WIDESPREAD SPECULATION THAT 
AMABASSADOR TSAO CHIH WOULD BE DEPARTING NEPAL FOR REASSIGNMENT 
GIVEN REPORT THAT HE IS CLOSE TO CURRENT PEKING LEADERSSHIP. 
NEPALESE CHIF OF PROTOCOL HAS TOLD EMBOFFS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASSIONS THAT-HE EXPECTS TSAO CHIH TO BE REASSIGNED IN NEAR 
FUTURE, ALTHOUGH HE ALSO STATED THAT NO REQUEST FOR AGREE- 
MENT FOR CHIH'S SUCCESSOR HAS BEEN RECEIVED. 
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